Brothers, I hope all of you had a wonderful Christmas with time spent with those near and dear to
you. As always when a new year dawns, we look forward to the many challenges and opportunities that
are ahead of us. I hope you can make the best of your opportunities and any challenges as they arise. As
far as our Council goes, we have several opportunities for you to get involved this month and one
constant challenge.
Our annual Basketball Free Throw competition is always a fun time for all involved. If you
haven’t already, please let Bro. Michael Dynes or myself know that you can help out. All is set to go on
Saturday January 20 at 08:00 am at St. Mary’s Catholic School at 18 Saunders St. in Collingwood. The
various tasks are very easy and guaranteed to be fun. Another fun event is the annual Bowling
Tournament sponsored by the Midland Knights of Columbus. We always support this event by sending a
team from our Council. The event date is Saturday January 27 in Midland with registration at 2:30 pm. So
please let me know that you are interested and would like to represent our council at this tournament.
There will be a cash prize for the top 4 teams. These are two of the opportunities where you can get
involved this month. There is always the opportunity open to you of coming to a meeting to express your
view of things we can do for our community. The Annual Raffle ticket sales will start soon with more
opportunity for you to help out our Council.
The one constant challenge I mentioned earlier also has a set date this month. Saturday January
27 is set for the State Membership Drive Training Seminar to be held in Barrie from 09:00 am to 2:00 pm.
I challenge our Council to have six members attend this training. Recruiting new members is vital for our
Council’s growth and survival. The State recruiting team will train our members as well as conduct a
membership drive in our Church that same Saturday evening after Mass and after both Sunday Masses
next day. Our members are needed to assist the recruiting team and make this membership drive a
success. Currently our Council is in a negative position as far as membership is concerned this year so far.
Simply put, we have fewer members this year than we had last year. We need your help to turn this trend
around. Let me know that you will meet this challenge. We can car pool to Barrie, have lunch and
camaraderie with fellow Knights from various Councils. The State recruiting team promises that the new
methods and techniques that we will implement will gain new members for our Council. Only with your
help can we realize growth for our Council. I am looking forward to a successful membership drive with
your help. Please contact me or come to our general or executive meeting this month for more
information.
Fraternally,
Mike Sangregorio, GK

Financial Secretary and Council affairs $$$ coming $$$ going
My Brother Knights,
As most of you are aware I have put my hat in the ring as your new FS. I am looking at ways you
and I can improve on some of the needless expenditures that appear to be ongoing for too many years.
No, no one has done anything wrong it is just that we use snail mail for too many things and in the 21 st
century we can do it in seconds and allow you to respond at your available time frame. Let me show what
I am pointing to. On Dec. 15 of any given year we send out 1st notice of dues owing, it is mailed out, then
on Jan 15 a 2nd notice of dues is mailed out. Each of these snail mail outs at almost 100 members
requires your Council to supply envelopes, stamps and printing. Then most members pay by sending
cheques into our office which is great, however now we must use another stamped envelope. We also
need labels and costs keeps adding up to collect annual dues. Your Council does not wish to increase dues
to offset these expenses. Most of you can’t remember when it was raised last time. So how do you and I
reduce this? Well, we are a fraternal organization. We need to look at this at a meeting as ONLY the
Council should make this decision with a motion and vote on the floor, and you are the Council!
What can you do to insure that you are part of the solution. We need your current e-mail address,
current mailing address and current phone number. We need you to keep us up to date when you make
changes to your contact info. It takes us until mid-February for our Council Retention Committee to start
trying to find out where some members are. That is not the Council’s responsibility, but it is up to each of
us to ensure that our Council can get in contact with us.
We Your Council need to have your contact info for administration purposes.
If you don’t wish to be regularly contacted, just ask us to remove you from our Phone Tree, e-mail etc.
This is the second input to our Take 5 please share your thoughts these are mine.
Respectfully
Michael Dynes, FS
===========================================================================

Saint of the Month

St. Thomas Aquinas

Feast day January 28

By universal consent, Thomas Aquinas is the preeminent spokesman of the Catholic tradition of
reason and of divine revelation. He is one of the great teachers of the medieval Catholic Church,
honoured with the titles Doctor of the Church and Angelic Doctor. At the age of five he was given to the
Benedictine monastery at nearby Monte Cassino, Italy in his parents’ hopes that he would choose that
way of life and eventually became abbot. In 1239, he was sent to Naples to complete his studies. It was
here that he was first attracted to Aristotle’s philosophy.
By 1243, Thomas abandoned his family’s plans for him and joined the Dominicans, much to his
mother’s dismay. On her order, Thomas was captured by his brother and kept at home as a virtual
prisoner for over a year. Once free, he went to Paris and then to Cologne, where he finished his studies
with Albert the Great. He held two professorships at Paris, lived at the court of Pope Urban IV, and
directed the Dominican schools at Rome. His greatest contribution to the Catholic Church is his writings.
The unity, harmony and continuity of faith and reason, of revealed and natural human knowledge,
pervade his writings. One might expect Thomas, as a man of the gospel, to be an ardent defender of
revealed truth. But he was broad enough, to see the whole natural order as coming from God the Creator,
and to see reason as a divine gift to be highly cherished. The Summa Theologiae, his last and,
unfortunately, uncompleted work, deals with the whole of Catholic theology. He stopped work on it after
celebrating Mass on December 6, 1273. When asked why he stopped writing, he replied, “I cannot go
on…. All that I have written seems to me like so much straw compared to what I have seen and what has
been revealed to me.” He died March 7, 1274.
When the devil's advocate at his canonization process objected that there were no miracles to his
credit, one of the cardinals answered, "there are as many miracles in his life as articles in his Summa”.
Fifty years after Thomas's death, on 18 July 1323, Pope John XXII, seated in Avignon, pronounced
Thomas a saint.
A monastery at Naples, near the cathedral of St. Januarius, shows a cell in which he supposedly
lived. His remains were placed in the Church of the Jacobins in Toulouse on 28 January 1369. Between
1789 and 1974, they were held in the Basilique de Saint-Sernin, Toulouse. In 1974, they were returned to
the Church of the Jacobins, where they have remained ever since.
When he was canonized, his feast day was inserted in the General Roman Calendar for
celebration on 7 March, the day of his death. Since this date commonly falls within Lent,
his memorial was moved to 28 January, the date of the translation of his relics to Church of the
Jacobins, Toulouse.
We can look to Thomas Aquinas as a towering example of Catholicism in the sense of broadness,
universality, and inclusiveness. We should be determined anew to exercise the divine gift of reason in us,
our power to know, learn, and understand. At the same time we should thank God for the gift of his
revelation, especially in Jesus Christ.

Basket Ball Free Throw January 20, 2018 at 8:00 am volunteer start time,
Will you be there?
Well, my Brother Knights all is ready for our annual Basket Ball Free Throw and we sure could
use your help, even if you just show up and support those that have volunteered, but most of all cheer on
those young people that will be participating. How many times do you hear there are no youth in our
Churches. All they do is sit and play game boy, cell phone, or computers. Well here are those that are yes
playing a sport?
Every year our Council puts $$ and volunteers to work at our annual Basket Ball Free Throw they
are in need of a chairman and or co-chairs. We need to do everything possible to engage our Youth maybe
then we will go to Church and one or two will be sitting in pews. Is it worth 2 hrs of your time supporting
this event at the Council Level. We are working hard to make this a success and that will happen with
your help or just by being there.
This year we will introduce two youth groups non-gender champions with a plaque and an
individual Trophy. This is being done as a Memorial on behalf of a Brother Knight who gave himself to
this and many other events, Brother Doug Murray, God rest his soul. His wife June will be there to make
the presentation on behalf of the Father Lally Council #5793 of the plaque and trophies to our overall
champions. There are two age groups 9 -11 and 12 -14.
I would like to thank our Council for its support for so many years, but a special Thank You for
allowing this new look to our event. So I say to all my Brother Knights come to St Mary’s School
Collingwood and cheer on our Champions. The Council Championship all starts at 9 am January 20 2018.
Michael Dynes, Chairman.

Our Council of the Knights of Columbus offers prayers for those who are sick or in distress. Please keep these Brother
Knights, their families and their care givers in your prayers...

Under Good of the Order: Brother Mackenzie Dynes. PGK, FDD Bro. Don MacDonald, Bros. Paul McGinty,
Bruno Jacka, Jim and Delores Marshall, PGK Nick and Rika Huver, Bro. Nick Monid, Chelsea Cando, Jean
Van Bethem, Shelia Bondi, Geraldine Bondi, Nancy Greco, Our Chaplain Fr. Gerard, Leo Burger, Robert
McDonald, John Dolan, Eva Sundqvist, Patrina Cannon, Martha Benoit, Bill Casey and the Gervais
family. Father Bill Scanlon and all of our Brothers who may be ill.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO THE JANUARY BIRTHDAY BOYS
nd

2nd-Bro. Marcel R Weel
5th- Bro. James E Groves
12th- Bro.Ryan Logtenberg
29th- Bro.Mark Le Blanc

2 –PGK Denis J Farley
5th- Bro. Normand Duhamel Jr
8th- Bro. Gerard S Cando
26th- Bro. Kasimir Watroba

4th- Bro. Frank C Bondi
6th- PGK Ype Huver
26th- Bro.Christopher Crozier

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO OUR JANUARY COUPLES

.
th

4 - Brother Theo and Linda Schaap

27th- Brother Silvio and Angelina Carlucci

===========================================================

From Our Seminarian….

God’s gift
of Love …
Dear K of C Father Lally Council 5793.
Hello, my name is Frank Guarrasi, I am a Second Year Seminarian at St. Augustine’s
Seminary and study Philosophy at St. Phillip Neri Oratory.
I would like to thank the Council of 5793 for your generous donation of $500.00.
Your help is greatly appreciated.
Wishing you and al your loved ones a Blessed Christmas! God Bless.
Frank Guarrasi.

On Christmas, Pope says we see Jesus in
every suffering child
Vatican City, Dec 25, 2017
Pope Francis on Christmas Day said the commemoration of Christ's birth is an occasion to
remember and pray for every child who suffers due to war, poverty and inequality, each of whom bears
the face of Jesus.
“Today, as the winds of war are blowing in our world and an outdated model of development
continues to produce human, societal and environmental decline, Christmas invites us to focus on the sign
of the Child and to recognize him in the faces of little children, especially those for whom, like Jesus,
there is no place in the inn,” Jesus, he said, was not born as a result of man's will, “but by the gift of the
love of God our Father.”
“The faith of the Christian people relives in the Christmas liturgy the mystery of the God who
comes, who assumes our mortal human flesh, and who becomes lowly and poor in order to save us,” he
said, adding that “this moves us deeply, for great is the tenderness of our Father.” Speaking to the 50,000
pilgrims gathered in St. Peter's Square for his traditional “Urbi et Orbi” blessing, the Pope noted that this
tenderness is expressed in a special way to children who suffer from all the various conflicts in the world.
From the Holy Land to Venezuela, from the Middle East to Africa and Ukraine, he pointed to various
conflicts happening around the world and offered prayers for peace in each region marred by war,
violence and poverty. He prayed that peaceful dialogue would be taken up again in Israel and Palestine so
that the two parties can negotiate a solution to their conflict “that would allow the peaceful coexistence of
two States within mutually agreed and internationally recognized borders.”
Francis also prayed for children with unemployed parents and for those forced to migrate alone to
other countries, leaving them vulnerable to traffickers.“Through their eyes we see the drama of all those
forced to emigrate and risk their lives to face exhausting journeys that end at times in tragedy,” he said,
adding that “Jesus knows well the pain of not being welcomed and how hard it is not to have a place to
lay one’s head. May our hearts not be closed as they were in the homes of Bethlehem.”
Pope Francis closed his address praying that like Mary, Joseph and the Shepherds, we would also
“welcome in the Baby Jesus the love of God made man for us. And may we commit ourselves, with the
help of his grace, to making our world more human and more worthy for the children of today and of the
future.”

