Brothers,
I hope February finds you all well as we prepare for Lent this month starting with Ash
Wednesday February 14. I would like to thank all our Brothers who made our Basketball Free Throw
a success. The preparation and dedication demonstrated by Brothers Michael Dynes and Jason
DeHetre made for a fun event for our members and those participating. We wish our students luck on
their next step at the regional competition. We also wish our area student winners of our Keep Christ
in Christmas poster contest well as we send off their colourful creations to State and Supreme for the
next level of judging.
By the time you are reading this, we will have had our membership drive. Hopefully all goes well
and we attract interest and eventually new members to join our Council. Remember that Council
growth is the responsibility of each member. You can visit the K of C website for tips on recruiting
members at kofc.org/recruit or take in a webinar offered to any member for further training and
knowledge aimed at enhancing your skills in recruiting members. At the risk of sounding like a
broken record, remember that increasing our membership is vital to our Council. New members can
invigorate Councils by bringing fresh ideas and taking on programs that are currently completed by
the same few members of our Council. The training and knowledge you can gain from our website is
great and keep in mind that all it takes for someone to join our council is for you simply to ask them
to join. Tell them why you are a Knight and the benefits available to them. We have plenty of
literature in our chambers to assist you if needed. If that is not enough, we now have an incentive for
you through this new program found in Knightline:
Recruiting Can Win You a Trip to Dublin! Recruit a new member and you will be entered into a
drawing for an all-expense paid trip for you and your wife to the World Meeting of Families in
Dublin next August! The more men you recruit, the higher your chance to win. The drawing will take
place July 1, 2018, and anyone who has proposed a new member this fraternal year is eligible. Please
visit our K of C website for further details.
As you can see, there are many opportunities open to you in order to make it easier for you to
bring in a new member. It comes down to a one on one conversation you can have with a friend,
family member or someone you think would make a good addition to our council. Keep that in mind
as our council’s future success depends on each one of us. Hope to see you at our next meeting,
Tuesday February 6 after Mass.
Fraternally,
Mike Sangregorio GK

Brother Knights ,
Hoping to hear all is well with you and your family. Our Council is doing well with the collection
of dues; however.only 25% has been collected so please send them in ASAP. First and 2nd notice has been
sent out. There was a mix-up in the return mailing address for the First Notification.and we extend our
apology. Dues payment was returned to some members. The return address was corrected with the
mailing of the Second Notice. Please note that the correct address is below. Please send all mail to this
address. Again we are sorry. Please note you can e-mail me anytime at williamdynes@rogers.com
Father Lally Council 5793
205-150 St Paul Street
Collingwood Ontario
L9Y 3P2
Some members may not know this, however; your Council does not set dates for these notices
they are controlled by our Supreme Office. These notices are reminders that we need to pay our dues to
remain an active member of the Order. Each of us agreed to pay our dues at our 1st degree. With our busy
lives sometimes we forget or we are out of town. It has happened to me and I am sure to most of us.
Please ensure your dues are paid so that you remain a member in good standing.
Your Council is in good shape financially. What we need is to have members join us at meetings
so we can get your input with the direction our Council is going. Please mark down on your calendar a
date that you could attend a meeting. Our meetings are the 1 st Tuesday of each month 7:30 pm following
the 7pm Mass. They are held in our Chambers upstairs at 150 St Paul Street. We look forward to seeing
you there.
We Your Council need to have your contact info for administration purposes. If you don’t wish to
be contacted on a regular basis, just ask us to remove you from our Phone Tree, e-mail list etc.
Read our Take 5 Newsletter. Please share your thoughts, these are mine.
Respectfully
Michael Dynes, FS

Brothers,
I seem to repeat myself sometimes but be that as it may, I can’t believe how fast time passes and
how quickly we can go from the beautiful Christmas Season and so quickly enter into the Holy Season of
Lent.
First of all I want to thank all the Brothers that volunteered to help at the Christmas Masses here
at St. Mary’s. We had an excellent turnout and commitment of Brother Knights at each Mass. In doing so
we were a great help for Father Gerard during the busy Christmas season. Our help with the ushering and
collections in a small way made it easier for Father and that is what we do as Knights. I thank you all for
your help and participation and I know that our help is always appreciated by Father.
As I mentioned we are quickly entering into the Holy Season of Lent and I will be putting
together a list of helpers for the Stations of the Cross. If you wish to participate please let me know and I
will put you on the schedule. The Stations of the Cross are every Friday during Lent at 7 pm. As you all
most likely know Lent will begin on February 14, 2018, Ash Wednesday. The Stations of the Cross will
begin on Friday February 16, 2018. I will have more details of when we are needed and I will bring a sign
up sheet to our February general meeting. If you will not make the February meeting and would like to
help with this please let me know and I will put you on the schedule.
Finally I would ask that if anyone has an event or Council activity that they wish to have put into
the Church Bulletin please let me know and I will try to have it included. This is a great way to let the
Parishioners know what we are doing and what to expect. It gives everyone in the Parish the opportunity
to plan to participate in some of our activities if they wish. Remember this will only be included in the
Church bulletin if there is space and will only be included for a week or two at a time.
Fraternally,
Domenic Sanfilippo, PGK, Church Director

Saint of the Month
St. Josephine Bakhita Feast Day February 8

Saint Josephine Margaret Bakhita was born around 1869 in the village of Olgossa in the Darfur
region of Sudan. Sometime in February 1877, Josephine was kidnapped by slave traders. For the next 12
years she would be bought, sold and given away so many times that she forgot her original name. After a
long and dangerous journey across Sudan, the Red Sea, and the Mediterranean, she arrived in Italy, where
she served as a nanny to a family that had dealings in Sudan. When her mistress decided to travel to
Sudan without Josephine, she placed her in the custody of the Canossian Sisters in Venice. While she was
in the custody of the sisters, she came to learn about God. According to Josephine, she had always known
about God, who created all things, but she did not know who He was. The sisters answered her questions.
She was deeply moved by her time with the sisters and discerned a call to follow Christ.
When her mistress returned from Sudan, Josephine refused to leave. Her mistress spent three days
trying to persuade her to leave the sisters, but Josephine remained steadfast. This caused the superior of
the institute to complain to Italian authorities on Josephine's behalf. The case went to court, and the court
found that slavery had been outlawed in Sudan before Josephine was born, so she could not be lawfully
made slave. She was declared free. For the first time in her life, Josephine was free and could choose what
to do with her life. She chose to remain with the Canossian Sisters.
She was baptized on January 9, 1890 and took the name Josephine Margaret and Fortunata.
(Fortunata is the Latin translation for her Arabic name, Bakhita). She also received the sacraments of her
first Holy Communion and Confirmation on the same day. These three sacraments of initiation into the
Church and were always given together in the early Church. The Archbishop who gave her the
sacraments was Giuseppe Sarto, the Cardinal Patriarch of Venice, who would later become Pope Pius X.
Josephine became a novice with the Canossian Daughters of Charity religious order, took her final vows
and was eventually assigned to a convent in Schio, Vicenza. For the next 42 years of her life, she worked
as a cook and a doorkeeper at the convent. She also traveled and visited other convents telling her story to
other sisters and preparing them for work in Africa. When speaking of her enslavement, she often
professed she would thank her kidnappers. For had she not been kidnapped, she might never have come to
know Jesus Christ and entered His Church.
During World War II, the people of the village of Schio regarded her as their protector. And
although bombs fell on their village, not one citizen died. In her later years, she began to suffer physical
pain and was forced to use a wheelchair. But she always remained cheerful. If anyone asked her how she
was, she would reply, "As the master desires." On the evening of February 8, 1947, Josephine spoke her
last words, "Our Lady, Our Lady!" She then died. On December 1st, 1978, Pope John Paul II declared her
venerable. Sadly, the news of her beatification in 1992 was censored in Sudan. But just nine months later,
Pope John Paul II visited Sudan and honored her publicly. He canonized her on October 1, 2000.

Our Council of the Knights of Columbus offers prayers for those who are sick or in distress. Please keep these Brother
Knights, their families and their care givers in your prayers...

Under Good of the Order: Brother Paul McGinty, Bro. Mackenzie Dynes. PGK, FDD Bro. Don MacDonald,
Bruno Jacka, Jim and Delores Marshall, PGK Nick and Rika Huver, Bro. Nick Monid, Chelsea Cando, Jean
Van Bethem, Shelia Bondi, Geraldine Bondi, Nancy Greco, Our Chaplain Fr. Gerard, Leo Burger, Robert
McDonald, John Dolan, Eva Sundqvist, Patrina Cannon, Martha Benoit, the Gervais family. Father Bill
Scanlon and all of our Brothers who may be ill. Pray for our deceased Brother Father Alex Kirsten, S.J.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO THE FEBRUARY BIRTHDAY BOYS
1st –Bro. Joe Elmes

25th- Bro. Michael Phillips

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO OUR FEBRUARY COUPLES

.
th

13 – Brother Frank and Geraldine Bondi
19th- Brother Jim and Delores Marshall
th
20 - Brother Don and Marilyn Reid

===========================================================
FATHER ALEXIS FREDERICK KIRSTEN, S.J.

Father Alex Kirsten, died on January 17, 2018 at Mount Sinai Hospital in Toronto, Ontario. He was 70-years-old and
had been in religious life for 47 years. Alex was born on June 5,1947 in Woodstock, Cape Town, South Africa, son of
Alexander Edward Kirsten and Lilian Kathleen Veret. After attending Neil McNeil High School in Toronto and Central
High School in Burlington, he completed a B.Sc. Zoology at the University of Guelph. He entered the Jesuit Novitiate at
Guelph, ON in 1971. After the usual studies in Guelph and two years of teaching at Gonzaga High School in St. John’s,
NL, he had a year of clinical pastoral training at the Atlantic School of Theology, with attachment to the Saint Mary’s
University Community in Halifax, NS. Theology studies at Regis College in Toronto followed. He was ordained a priest
on June 2, 1979 by Cardinal Gerald Emmett Carter.
After ordination, Alex went to work at St. Paul’s High School in Winnipeg, MB for 20 years. At first Alex served as a
teacher and chaplain. For nine years Alex was the director of the apostolate at the school, serving as president and
superior of the Jesuit community. In 1982, he spent a year in Oakland, CA for tertianship.
In 1999, Alex moved to the Jesuit community at 2 Dale, Toronto, ON, and served as the acting superior, Province
treasurer, acting socius and revisor of finances for the houses of the Province. In 2004, Alex was appointed director of
Martyrs’ Shrine, Midland, ON. He cherished the work at the Shrine and was there until 2011. He was responsible for
setting up Martyrs’ Hall, an educational centre for school groups and pilgrims. At that time, he joined the Apostolate
among the Native People at Manitoulin for two years. He was diagnosed with cancer and moved to Pickering for
medical treatment. Restored to health, he served as the director of René Goupil House, the Infirmary in Pickering in
2013. In 2015, struggling with different bouts of bad health, he provided spiritual ministry at Manresa-Jesuit Spiritual
Renewal Centre in Pickering. The last few months of his life while receiving bone marrow transplant treatment were
difficult.
Alex had a relaxed easy manner and was appreciated by his friends. He had musical talents which he shared with others.
He was given positions of leadership most of his life and served the Jesuit Province well.

