Brothers,
We are in the season of Advent where we are to “prepare the way of the Lord”. Of course this means
preparing for the celebration of the birth of Christ at Christmas as well as preparing for the second coming
of our Saviour. Also, by our words, and the way we conduct our lives, we prepare every day for the
coming of Christ in our hearts.
A good way to start this season is by enjoying a Christmas dinner with fellow Knights and parishioners at
our church hall on Saturday evening December 1 after the 5:15 Mass. Contact Bro. Domenic Sanfilippo
for tickets. Another way to participate in our council is to be a part of the Novena for Life program. The
new Knights of Columbus Faith in Action program, within the Life Pillar, features the Novena for Life.
This is a prayer that each member can pray for nine days from December 4 to 12. Prayer cards are
available at our chambers and can be picked up at our next meeting on Tuesday December 4 at 7 PM.
You can also visit the Knights of Columbus website for more information and obtain the prayer card at
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/service/culture-of-life/prayerforlife.pdf.
Most of us will be preparing for Christmas with family and friends either coming to where we live or by
going to where they live. Safe travels to all. Keep in your prayers those who cannot enjoy these festive get
togethers for various reasons. Also keep in mind and support where you can those less fortunate among us
in our own community or abroad who are grateful for our generosity to help them experience a sense that
someone cares for them this Christmas. In this way we can “Keep Christ in Christmas”. Look for our
annual advertising campaign with this same theme in our local Collingwood Connection. We thank our
sponsors for their generosity as the funds raised help us to continue our good works of local charity.
Hope to see most of our fellow Knights at the Christmas dinner or at our next meeting.
I wish all of you a joyous Christmas, joyeux Noël as we anticipate with joy the coming of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ.

Fraternally,
Mike Sangregorio

Brothers,
A quick reminder to please attend the Mass offered by this Council, for our late Brother
Bruno Jacka. The mass is scheduled for 7 pm on Tuesday December 4th before our next general
meeting. We as Knights should always come together in prayer and this Mass in remembrance of
Brother Bruno is the perfect opportunity for this to happen. I hope to see you all there.
Our Christmas Dinner is on for Saturday December 1st after the 5:15 Mass. I have a good
number of people already committed but I still have space for more. If you would like to attend
this excellent fraternal/parish evening please let me know by Monday November 26 th at the
latest. I need to give Jimmy the numbers by then, so he has adequate time to prepare. This
promises to be another excellent evening and another excellent meal.

I will have a schedule at our December general meeting to get the names of volunteers to
help with ushering on Christmas eve as well as Christmas Day here at St. Mary’s. Please check
what your plans are over those 2 days and let me know at which Mass you are able to assist at.
Remember the 5 pm Christmas Eve Mass is the most popular and always the busiest. I will be
asking for more helpers at this Mass. If you are not able to be at the December meeting but wish
to help out with the ushering, please let me know by phone or email. Thank you.
I would like to wish all my Brother Knights and their families a safe and Holy Christmas
and a Happy and healthy New Year.
Domenic Sanfilippo, PGK

Saint of the Month
St. Stephen Feast Day December 26
“As the number of disciples continued to grow, the Greek-speaking Christians complained about the
Hebrew-speaking Christians, saying that their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution. So
the Twelve called together the community of the disciples and said, ‘It is not right for us to neglect the
word of God to serve at table. Brothers, select from among you seven reputable men, filled with the Spirit
and wisdom, whom we shall appoint to this task, whereas we shall devote ourselves to prayer and to the
ministry of the word.’ The proposal was acceptable to the whole community, so they chose Stephen, a
man filled with faith and the Holy Spirit…” (Acts 6:1-5). Acts of the Apostles says that Stephen was a
man filled with grace and power, who worked great wonders among the people. Certain Jews, members
of the Synagogue of Roman Freedmen, debated with Stephen, but proved no match for the wisdom and
spirit with which he spoke. They persuaded others to make the charge of blasphemy against him. He was
seized and carried before the Sanhedrin. (Jewish tribunal)In his speech, Stephen recalled God’s guidance
through Israel’s history, as well as Israel’s idolatry and disobedience. He then claimed that his persecutors
were showing this same spirit. “…you always oppose the Holy Spirit; you are just like your ancestors”
(Acts 7:51b). Stephen’s speech brought anger from the crowd. “But he, filled with the holy Spirit, looked
up intently to heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God, and he said,
‘Behold, I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.’ …They threw
him out of the city, and began to stone him. …As they were stoning Stephen, he called out, ‘Lord Jesus,
receive my spirit.’ …’Lord, do not hold this sin against them’” (Acts 7:55-60). His martyrdom was
witnessed by Saul of Tarsus, a Pharisee who would later become a follower of Jesus and known as Paul
the Apostle. Stephen died as Jesus did: falsely accused brought to unjust condemnation because he spoke
the truth fearlessly. He died with his eyes trustfully fixed on God and with a prayer of forgiveness on his
lips. A “happy” death is one that finds us in the same spirit, whether our dying is quiet or as violent as
Stephen’s dying with courage, total trust and forgiving love.

Saint Stephan by Carlo Crivelli

Our Council of the Knights of Columbus offers prayers for those who are sick or in distress. Please keep these Brother
Knights, their families and their care givers in your prayers...

Under Good of the Order: Bro. Sal Arrigo, Bro. Mackenzie Dynes. Dorothy Dynes, PGK, FDD Don
MacDonald, Bro. Jim and Delores Marshall, PGK Nick and Rika Huver, Bro. Nick Monid, Chelsea Cando,
Jean Van Bethem, Geraldine Bondi, Nancy Greco, Leo Burger, Robert McDonald, John Dolan, Eva
Sundqvist, Patrina Cannon, Martha Benoit, the Gervais family, Eleanor Vander Veche, Phyllis Finley and all
of our Brothers and family members who may be ill.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO THE DECEMBER BIRTHDAY BOYS
5th –Bro. Brian Oostdam
15th- Bro. Frank Carlucci

6th - Bro. Rene Lalande
21st- Bro. Jim Marshall

14th- PGK Domenic Sanfilippo
29th- PGK Peter Lalonde

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO OUR DECEMBER COUPLES
2nd –PGK Domenic and Antonietta Sanfilippo
3rd- Bro. Bob and Mary Giffen
11th- Brother Joe and Rosa Crupi
30th- Bro. Paul and Annemarie Proulx
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